
 

Introduction   

Figure 1. Drug  off ense arrests in California, 2005 -2015  

Source: DOJ, 2016. Note: From 2010 to 2011, misdemeanor drug arrests declined sharply as a result  of  Senate Bill  (SB) 1449, which took 

effect on January 1, 2011 and reduced personal possession of marijuana from a misdemeanor to an infraction (SB 1449, 2010).  
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Recent Drug Policy Reforms Shift Priorities and Support Reinvestment   

                                                 
 

 
 

  
  
   



 

Case Study : Los Angeles and  San Diego Counties  

Data, Methodology, and Limitations 

                                                 
 

 



 

1. Proposition 47 Reduced Inconsistencies in the Classification of Drug Possession Offenses  

Figure 2. Felony and misdemeanor c harging for  Proposition 47 drug p ossession  offenses , 2010-2015 

   
Source: Los Angeles and San Diego County Prosecution Agencies, 2016  

2. Drug Arrests and Citations Were Increasing in the Years Immediately Preceding Proposition 47 
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