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The San Francisco District Attorney’s Office (SFDA) has completed its review of 
on , 2015.  SFDA’s 

n , 2015, n 

. witness

oon u
153 , suspect’s 
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surrounding ’
by commanding him to “drop the 

knife,” and by using less
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up 
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of the severity of Marcel S.’s injury. Marcel S.’s neighborhood
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, 5’8”, wearing tan 
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SFPD’s encounter with Woods can be divided into three parts: (1) Officer
August’s initial contact with Woods; (2) the officers’ attempt to contain Woods by surrounding 

circle and using less than lethal force; and (3) Woods’ attempt to walk away and 
the officers’ use of lethal force.  

4

1. Officers August and Thompson’s 

turn, and they “rolled up slow” to 

corner, Woods looked over and announced, “I’m not goin’ with you.” 
r, Woods pulled out a “long kitchen knife” with his right hand, 

“you not taking me today,” while “lifting his pants and ha[ving]
eanor.”
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,
to have to “squeeze” the .2

.
reported that he repeatedly told Woods to drop the knife, and Woods was “yellin’ back” at him: 
“You’re gonna have to fuckin’ shoot me.  You’re gonna have to fuckin’ shoot me.”

. 

2.

d, and Woods “stop ks” and put down the soda 

.  

the officers told him to “drop the knife” and Woods “talked back to the officers” and 

3. Muni Bus Footage

two 
8633 Woods 

Woods 
,

. 2

2 Officer Thompson heard, “You better squeeze that motherfucker and kill me,” while Officer August reported, 
“You’re gonna have to squeeze that.”
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2
Woods is 8633

g

8614
Exh 1A. This bus 

August walk
.  

can is now in Woods’ left hand.  The video does not show 
Woods’ right hand, however, is not 3. Woods’ progress stop

on
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3 .
Bus #8614

oth buses capture the officers’ commands to Woods to “drop the knife.”  IIB 
sent the videos to a sound engineer to determine whether they captured any of Woods’ 

.  
and reported that Woods said, “I’m not [unintelligible].”  

officers to “squeeze” their guns or by

4.

confirmed Officer Thompson’s report that 
, 

, Woods “ha[d] a knife” and was “coming at my partner.”  He 
up assistance and “ERIW” –
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had a “knife in 
” was “pointing at my partner.”3

up 4.

–
. At

surrounding Woods.4

4 indicates Woods’ position.  

– –

distance.  The “Super Sock” ERIW fires “super sock” 

.

3 d that Woods had said, “You’re going to have to squeeze that mother
me” or made any other suicide by .  

, like many SFPD officers we contacted, he refused to cooperate with IIB’s investigation.  We 

by

4

IIB’s investigation.  
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less

. 

1.

,
“ tance.”   

s “refusing to drop 
the knife…. He’s still got the knife in his right hand; refusing to drop the knife. He’s refusing 
orders.”

2. Video Recordings

, 

’s
– –

Woods Exhs. 
5 5
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Knife in Woods’ right hand, the blade parallel to the ground.  
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in Woods’ right hand.

3. Civilian Witness Statements

. .

“silver thing” in his hand.  He heard someone later identify it as a knife.  Accor
multiple commands to drop the knife, but Woods “didn’t want to put it 

down.”   After he heard “pops” which caused Woods to kneel down, Andreas H. thought Woods 
was finally going to put down the knife.  He described Woods as looking “pretty scared,” but 
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d he “couldn’t really see” Woods.  
like he was “squar[ing] off” with the officers, but Woods also did not drop the knife.

,

ods as appearing “disoriented” and he did 
not seem to “know[] where he was going.”   Reuben R. did not hear Woods say anything after 

4.

–

n

n
d Woods to “drop the weapon.” 

40 Woods’ 
,

the lower half of Woods’ body

.

p and began “limping” away.  
2036

was “definitely scared” and at one point, feared that 
Woods was goi

4190

described Woods’ pupils as dilated, his eyes as “bulging out,” and “that look 
.”  Officer Ortiz noticed office

no
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“Super Sock”

“Super Sock” ERIW – g –

.  She heard multiple commands to “get on the ground” and “drop the knife.” 
Woods’

. he shots he “ben[t] over a little bit but it 
didn’t really seem to affect anything else.”  

Woods had to be “contained” because 
he was dangerous and posed “harm” to other people.  

.
. 

1 .

5

. Woods. ’

.  
.  

can be heard screaming, “Just drop it please!” 
’s

oth of Woods’ 
.  6.

5



15

6 . 

,
, 6

the “21 foot rule.” 
“ ”

the assailant.  Tueller postulated that the “average healthy adult male” can cover 21 feet in 1.5 

cker 21 feet away is within an officer’s “Danger Zone.”
trainer with SFPD’s Training Academy, 

the “21 foot rule” as a –

6

rounds, which is also consistent with an examination of the officers’ guns.  
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7 .  CSI

1.

reported he “head[ed] off”

.  

“ ou’re gonna have to do it”
. .  

“the knife at ”
–

Officer August estimated to be “a little closer than 10 feet” became “too uncomfortable.”
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.
“ ou’re gonna have to shoot me.”  

trainee parked their car and got out.  Officer Cuevas, who stood to Officer August’s right, 
described Woods as “noncompliant, very animated, moving around a lot” with a knife “gripped 
in his hand” that he “would not drop … for anything.”  
Woods’ lips moving, it looked like Woods was “muttering.”  He did not recall Woods saying 

He described Woods as appearing “angry” and looked like “he was on 
.”  less

Woods 
,

7

,
Officer Cuevas, at that moment, feared for the officers’ and 

civilians’ safety.  
.

.

himself and for others.  According to Officer Philips, Woods appeared to be “intoxicated” 
because he was acting “very unnatural” and appeared to be “mumbling something” which 

Officer Philips saw Woods “walking 
pretty quickly, closing the distance” towards Officer August, who was “retreating pretty 

.”  F for Officer August’s life
.

7

towards Officer August.  After seeing the video, Officer Cuevas said it appeared Officer August “stepped in” 
Woods’ path.  But that difference did not change his belief that officers could not have allowed Woods to “break the 
perimeter” without imperiling 
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one’s

. Officer Santos commanded him several times to “drop the 
,” warn

, b
“very angry.”  According to Officer Santos, Woods was not saying anything.  Officer Traw fired 
two beanbag rounds at Woods and it had “absolute zero effect” on Woods.  Another officer 

d , .

, , “closing” the distance by 
. 

gunshot, and that was when it “clicked” that Officer August was within a “danger zone.”  Given 

.  
weapon five times.  (An examination of Officer Santos’ gun confirm .

Woods 

an officer is in the “danger zone.”  He estimated that Woods was approximately five to ten feet 

d

Officer Seto’s direction.  

“ ”8

.
, “You’re 

going to shoot me”,“ ou’ going to have to shoot me” or, “ hoot me.”
Seto, Woods did not appear “angry,” but seemed as though he was either going to fight or flee. 

8
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. “ threat” 

pedaling as Woods advanced towards him.  Officer Seto heard a “pop” and 

.
. 

,
,

.  

2.

, when “ was a few steps away from” him, 
Reuben R.’s was given “plenty of time to do as instructed.”

3.

. by

With still frames from videos of the shooting and the scanner’s map of the scene, Fries was able 
n 

oods was less than 
8.  
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8:   A birds .    

4.
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9 step to block Woods’
#8614

1.

Department’s Training Academy’s Physical 
SFPD’s Training Academy in

trains officers on the “reactionary gap,” namely

contain the suspect and to create “time and distance” 

to go “hands on” – –



. 

and with SFPD’s “core value” of protecting the public, by 

–

–
“ ”

– –

would 

’ tight semi –

2.

,

Key’s prior history includes 

.  IIB asked Key to review the videos of the incident, the officers’ statements, and police 
nt expert evaluation of the officers’ actions.  After reviewing 

the materials, Key opined that the officers’ actions were legally justified and in accordance with 

9
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–
n, –

gain Woods’ compliance

pu

Woods 
, 

explained, officers are trained in action versus reaction time, namely, that “if an adversary who 

that decision, the officer’s recognition and reaction to the attack might be too late to protect 
himself or others from a lethal threat.”  

.

. 

“Who you calling?” and attempted to open Marcel S.’s door.

ying “to 
take [him] out” by Woods 
attempted to push Woods’ arm up, but Woods still managed to cut Marcel S. 

believed Woods was trying to kill him.  Woods said something like, “I’m going to stick your 
bitch ass.”   Marcel S. ran away and found women he was talking to .  

. witness

–

her recollection differs from Marcel S.’s in 
.10 Woods walked up to the car and demanded, “You know who the fuck 

I’m talking to. Get out the car.” , “I am going to stab you in your 
motherfucking ass.”  Because the window was up, Shakia V. did not think Marcel S. could hear 
Woods.

10 . 



24

.  
Woods said, “If this motherfucker ome back, I’m stabbing him in his neck.”  Shakia V. 

gy 

Dr. Michael D. Hunter, Chief Medical Examiner, examined Woods’ body and determined the 

a “probable” gunshot graze wound to the right cheek.   

“targetoid contusions” to the left chest, left forearm, left hip, and left thigh, and an abrasion on 
the right calf that may be a “tangential injury” from a less than lethal round.

was not
Woods’ 

.

Dr. Rodda explained that methamphetamine affects an individual’s mental state and 
psychomotor abilities, and typical “meth” behavior includes erratic decisions, thoughts and 

. 

in close proximity to Woods’ body.  . Exhs. .
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Woods’ body.

.
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tested positive for the presence of Marcel S.’s DNA
handle tested positive for Woods’ DNA.  

Woods’

Woods. 
— — knowing 

Woods.

. 

. 

– – to use deadly force “[w]hen resisting 

any person.” Cal. Pen. Code, § 197; 

1256, 1262. 

defense standard examines the person’s belief in the need to use 

in the officer’s position. 

In making the determination as to whether an officer’s 
nable, one must consider all the “facts and circumstances . . . in 

protecting his own life or bodily safety.” o . 
89. defense law “grants a reasonable 

be found to have occurred.”
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burden of proving beyond a reasonable doubt that an officer’s claim that he perceived the need to 

LEGAL ANALYSIS 

.  
August and

. 
.

by step, explained that the officers’ actions were consistent 

ces that a man matching Woods’ 

.  

issued 
, 

, ,
nd

.

’

.

.  
un
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Navarro saw Woods walk toward Officer August, he was worried about Officer August’s safety

“hands on” with a suspect who 
fficers are specifically trained not to go “hands on” with knife

— —
.  ,


