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The decline in narcotics arrests has been driven by decreases in arrests for simple possession (HS 11377
or HS 11350) and possession of drug paraphernalia (HS 11364). By contrast, possession for sales (HS
11351 and 11351.5) have remained more consistent over time. 
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Narcotics Arrests by Type of Allegation

There has been a dramatic decline
in narcotics arrests in 2020 and
2021, but a growing proportion of
these arrests have been for sales
or intent to sell, rather than for
possession or other lower-level
drug offenses. 

Correspondingly, the proportion
of arrests for misdemeanor drug
charges has decreased.

Narcotics Arrests by Severity
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The rate at which the District Attorney’s Office prosecutes narcotics cases has increased as arrests have
been for more serious conduct. 

New charges filed Filed motion to revoke or referred to other CJ agency
Requested further investigation Other DA Office Action Discharged w/o further action
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The proportion of narcotics arrests that occur in the Tenderloin is increasing. Overall, narcotics arrests are
decreasing in other neighborhoods, while remaining consistent in the Tenderloin.
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Narcotics Arrests by Neighborhood

The filing rate for felony drug cases has increased,
while the filing rate for misdemeanor narcotics
cases has decreased. 

Filing Rates for Narcotics Cases by Severity

SF DA Actions Taken in Response to Narcotics Arrests Presented

Since DA Boudin came into office, the San Francisco
District Attorney’s Office has prosecuted over 1,100
narcotics cases, of which more than 1,000 have been
for sales or intent to sell narcotics.
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Prosecution of Narcotics Cases by Type



Almost 1,000 narcotics cases have resolved under DA Boudin's administration.

Felony Misdemeanor

0 250 500 750 1,000

2017 

2018 

2019 

2020 

2021 

Acquittal Conviction Dismissed Successful Diversion
Post-Filing Other Action

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

2017 

2018 

2019 

2020 

2021 

Successful diversions of narcotics cases have increased under DA Boudin. 

Distribution of Case Resolutions for All Narcotics Cases 

Resolution of Narcotics Cases by Severity

Distribution of Sentences for Narcotics Convictions

The majority of narcotics convictions result in a sentence of county jail followed by probation supervision.
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